

















SFAiscellancous Entelligence. 


THE UNPARDONABLE SIN. 


A work entitled “ Letters to an anxious Enquirer,” 
by the late lamented Dr. Henry, has been recently 
published in Charleston, S.C. We are glad to see 
this subject, so appalling to an awakened conscience, 
explained by so able a pen.—We have no doubt that 
many real Christians go sorrowing in darkness all 
their days, and some go down to the grave, fearing 
that they are already condemned, from having thro’ 
the wiles of the adversary, or a debilitated state of 
mind, imbibed wrong views of the nature of this sin 
which is spoken of in scripture. 

The design of the following extracts are to explain 
and remove these misapprehensions. 





Among these subjects of distress, it is not 
wonderful that the apprehension of having 
commited the Unpardonable Sin is often in- 
cluded. When the Inquirer cannot discover 
the causes of his failure, and has been occu- 
pying his attention with something extraneous, 
he very easily fancies that some secret and 
mysterious cause is operating against him, 
Aud especially when he reads that there is a 
“ sin uaty death,” —a transgression which can 
never be forgiven,—he is not unlikely to ap- 
propriate to himself, all the horrors and guilt 
of that terrible evil. If he be not able to re- 
eall to mind any act of peculiar atrocity into 
which he has been led, or any outrageous ex- 
pression against the authority of heaven, he 
can, perbaps, remember when he strove a- 
geist the conv:ctions of his mind, and very 
possitly did despite unto the holy ghost Or 
nt may be, that without conviction himself, he 
aitribuied the work of God, in other minds, 
te some unhallowed cause ; and now recol- 
lects his mistake with all the bitterness of re- 
morsetul feeling, and all the terrors of a visi- 
ble duom. Or if neither of these be visible 
in his past experience and conduct, he sus- 
pects that in some ill-fated hour he may have 
sinued beyond the hope of mercy, and un- 
consciously incurred the penalty of irremis- 
sible guilt. In a state of mind agitated by 
such fears, he is not likely to review the past, 
with all the deliberation the occasion de- 
mands, or to put a fair construction on the 
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difficulties into which he is led. And the ve- 
ry anxiety which his fears have created, is of- 
ten attributed to the dire transgression which 
he immagines himself to have committed 3 or 
more immediately to the spiritual desolation 
which is supposed to have followed it. 

To allow yourself to be disturbed by vague 
and indefinite apprehensions is never wise. 
But to permit them to keep you back from 
the tendered mercy of God is both folly and 
sin. Before you suffer, then, any conclusion 
against yourself, carefully travel over your 
ground, and at least understand the premises 
which lead to so sad an issue. Now, are you 
perfectly assured what the unpardonable sin 
is? If not, any inference against yourself has 
been taken from the obstacles in your way— 
from the state of your own mind. And what- 
ever this may be, it can present no effectual 
bar to your salvation. But are you aware 
that there is not a single question, within the 
circle of theological discussion, which has led 
to such a variety of opinions, as the one be- 
fore us? It is a singular fact that we can en- 
umerate not less than thirty-two. And it is 
not unlikely that, on future inquiry, others 
might be found as injudicious as any among 
thisnumber, As it may tend to show you 
how much uncertainty is connected with the 
whole question, let me select a portion from 
the mass of opinions : 

“ Villifying the Holy Ghost.”a “ The de- 
nial of God in Christ."6 “ An unmeet ex- 
pression of the Spirit.”e “ Final impeni- 
tence."d “The blasphemy of infidelity.”e 
“ Sinning maliciously agaigst the truth.”f 
“ Universal apostacy from God, by which the 
majesty of God is maliciously opposed.”g 
“ Opposition to the word of God while con- 
vinced of its divine authority.”h “ Blasphe- 
my in the face of miracles.”i These are the 
opinions of older writers. Modern authors 
are less divided, but still differ much on the 
subject. Some have contended that a rare 
combination of circumstances is required in 
the commission of this sin. Others insist, that 
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in the present day, it is not possible to be 
guilty of it under any circumstances, While 
a few have held up the texts which are sup- 
posed to refer to it, as matters of awiul warn- 
ing. 

Some tell us that the Unpardonable Sin, is 
a denial of Christ under oath; a crime to 
which persecution exposed many in the early 
ages of the church. Bun if this were so, the 
Apostle Peter must have been guilty of it; 
for he “ began to curse and swear, saying I 
know not the man.” And there is reason to 
believe that the guilt of many impenitent sip- 
ners is still more aggravated, in their bold en- 
mity to God, and in giving utterance to lan- 
guage daring as that of the perjured disciple. 

Some would solve the difficulty by a sup- 
positious case: “If the two characters, and 
the different sins, of Peter and Paul were uni- 
ted in one person, this unpardonable guilt 
would be incurred.”7 But this supposition 
is fanciful in the extreme : a momeat’s tho’t 
will convince us that no such man exists, 

Other critics have contended that from the 
nature of the Hebrew idiom, in the gospel of 
Matthew, we are to understand that the crime 
in question is not absolutely unpardonable ; 
but only comparatively so, when viewed in 
connexion with others. And that-no other 
construction than this would be consistent 
with our Lord’s praying for his enemies on 
the cross.4 

But let us proceed to a cursory examina- 
tion of these texts which have occasioned the 
perplexity we are considering. Tlie first oc- 
curs in Matthe w,/—* [ say unto you, all man- 
ner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven 
unto men ; but the blasphemy against the Eo- 
ly Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 
And whosoever speaketh a word against the 
Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him: but 
whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost 
it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this 
world, neither inthe world to come.” You 
will remember that our Saviour had just ex- 
ercised his miraculous power in the cure of a 
demoniack. The Pharisees saw that this 
proof of special and divine authority could 
not be contravened. Foiled then in their 
efforts, they atte mpted to destroy the credit 
of the miracle, by imputing the whole agen- 
cy to Satan, It was in this their criminality 
seems to have consisted as another Evangel- 
ist tells us, “ because the Phaiisees said he 
hath an unclean spirit.” The doctrines and 
work of the Holy Ghost were not only re- 
jected, but maliciously calumniated, and im- 
puted to the Prince of Darkness. 

Now it is somewhat questionable how near 
any sin committed at the present day, can 


yj Reynolds. & See Waterland’s Sermon on Mat- 
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approach to this. It is certa'n that malicious 
Opposition to the miracles of the Holy Ghost 
cannot be exhibited ; for no such testimony 
of divine power is now visible. And with 
respect to the spirit of the threat itself, the 
exposition of some other texts, before I close 
this letter, may perhaps throw some light on 
it. 

The nxt passage under consideration, is 
found in the Epistle to the Hebrews :m © For 
it is impossible for those who were once en- 
lightened and have tasted of the heavenly 
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghost, and have tasted the good Word of 
God, and the powers of the world to come, 
if they shall fall away, to renew them again 
unto repentance : seeing they crucify to them- 
selves the Son of God afresh, and put him to 
in open shame.” We should examine these 
expresstons separately : 

Che persons alluded to were “ once en- 
lightened.” Life and immortality being bro’t 
to light, all who had received knowledge of 
the truth were called “ enlightened,” in dis- 
tinction from the moral darkness of heathen- 
ism. But this ‘Numination, although it might 
bring some hope to the mind, is not to be 
confounded with the sanctifying and saving 
influence of the Spirit—the only true hope 
of the soul—* TTave tasted of the heavenly 
gift”—The term “ gift” here, refers to the 
new Gospel state. And “ tasting” implies 
so far an examination of it, as to induce a 
conviction that it was a more excellent state 
than that in which the subject had been, while 
a Pagan or a Jew. A very, similar meaning 
should be attached to “ ta the good Word of 
Go.!.” Being made “ partaters of the Ho- 
ly Ghost,” is understood by our best ex- 
pounders to apply to the possession of those 
spiritual gifts which were sometimes confer- 
red in the Ap stolic age, even on those who 
had only an historical or speculative faith 5 a- 
mong which were included the gifts of tongues 
and prophecy. “ The porwers of the world to 
come,” meant the miracles performed under 
the Gospel dispensation ; which had always 
been denominated “the age, or world, 
come.” 

Before we examine the remainder of this 
passage, let me introduce anether of similar 
import : “ [f we sin wilfully after we receive 
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fear- 
ful looking for of judgment.”” Tt will assist 
us in our attempt to understand both these 
quotations, if we recollect that they were ad- 
dressed to persons supposed to be familiar 
with the Law of Moses. In that dispensation 
you will recollect that there were certain sins 


m See Water'and’s Sermon on Matthew vi. 4, 4. " 
n Heb. x. 26, 27 

















inten ee. 















Dern ew) 








| Ath wegen 


1827.] 


for which no provision was made by sacri- 
fice ; especially presumptuous transgression 5 
with respect to which God had said, immedi- 
ately after giving the regulations concerning 
sacrifices,—* But the soul that doth ought 
presumptuously, whether he be born in the 
land, or a stranger, the same reproacheth the 
Lord ; and that soul shall be cut off from a- 
mong his people. Because he hath despised 
the Word of the Lord, and hath broken his 
commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut 
off: his iniquity shall be upon Lim.”o Or in 
regard to open idolatry, of which it had been 
said, “ If there be found among you, within 
any of thy gates which the Lord thy God giv- 
eth thee, man or woman, that hath wrought 
wickedness in the sight of the Lord thy God, 
in transgressing his covenant, and hath gone 
and served other gods and worshipped them, 
&c.”p The punishment in all such cases 
was death, bylaw. But are we hence to con- 
clude that there could be no remission of sin 
in any case for which no sacrifice had been le- 
gally provided ? Surely not Numerous trans- 
gressions were pardoned through the sacrifice 
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in range of Divine mercy. If there ever 
have been any particular exceptions, it must 
have been those who, in the Apostolic age, 
after being privileged with extraordinary light, 
and gifted perhaps with miraculous power, 
turned traitors to the faith, and openly blas- 
phemed the Holy Ghost. And this restric- 
tion of prayer was not unlike that of the pro- 
phet Jeremiah, in an earlier period of the 
Church ; when he was forbidden to ask are- 
versal of the sentence to captivity, and yet at 
the same time continued to admonish the peo- 
ple, aad pray for their salvation.g 

It should be admitted—and the melancholy 
truth reveals an alarming admonition—that 
all, or any, opposition to Divine Grace, has a 
tendency to accomplish its own work of ruin 
in the soul of the opposer. And it is not easy 
for us to say how far this tendency may be 
accompanied by the spiritual judgments of 
God. But one thing on this subject is very 
certain : No one who has ever sinned beyond 
the possibility of remission, is painfully con- 
vinced of having done so, and yet still lives 
under the opportunities of the Gospel. A 





of Christ, then remaining to he offered. You} 
have examples of this in Aaron, David and 
Manasseh ; for some of whose sins there was 
no sacrifice appointed by law. It is in refer- 
ence to this the Aposile speaks, when he 
says of those who reject the atonement of 
Jesus Christ, that “ there remaineth no sacri- 
fice for sins.” His meaning seems to be, that 
as ihere can be no salvation out of Christ, 
they must perish who persist in refusing this. 
But then such is neither more nor Jess than a 
case of final impenitence, And it is only as 
such the awakened sinner ought now to view 
it. 

There is another consideration which should 
always be kept in mind in reading the awful 
threatenings of God ; and that too, when they 
appear at first sight, entirely absolute : 1 mean 
that all these threatenings are conditional. 
Thedeclaration of Joshua to the children of 
Isracl would seem appalling: “Ye cannot 
serve the Lord, for he is an holy God ; be is a 
jealous God ; he will not forgive your trans- 
gressions nor your sins.” Yet the Patriarch 
certainly could not have intended to declare 
that there was no possible pardon for their 
sins, if they-sought it in a penitent and be- 
coming maaner. The same limitation must 
be preserved in reading the addiess of Moses 
when he says of Jehovah, “ Beware of him, 
aud obey his voice, provoke him not, for he 
will not pardon your transgressions.” 

_ Lam very confident that the Word of God, 
in all its general representations of character, 
considers the sinner, while in this world, with- 


scared conscience, and an impenitent mind, 
must invariably attend the fate of the repro- 
bate. The presages of this fate—if any at 
all—would be faint and few. His calm would 
be unbroken. A fearful silence of all warn- 
ing would sufler him to slumber on, and the 
hour of awakening would be in the light of 
Kternity. 

An instance of the distressing effects of fear, 
on this subject, which now occurs to me, may 
not be out of place, It is one of the many 
which may tend to shew the consequences of 
error on a susceptible mind: Mr. L. had en- 
joyed the privilege of sitting under an able 
and successful ministry. His heart had been 
touched. And during a remarkable period 
in which he saw many of his friends embra- 
cing the hope of salvation, his own convictions 
increased.—Not long after, his feelings of im- 
patience became sensitive. His attention 
was, subsequently, turned from its own prop- 
er object, to one more nearly connected with 
our natural selfishness, He ceased to be an 
luquirer, and became an objector. It is hard 
to stop here.—Opposition succeeded a habit 
of objecting. An apparent bitterness of pre- 
judice and malevolence of expression, were 
observable whenever he opened his lips on 
the subject of religion.—Still the past day of 
conviction was a memorable time to him. 
Five years afterwards, he was again roused 
io a sense of his danger. And with the alarm 
‘ame the frightful recollection of his former 
conduct. Language whtch he had uttered— 
ind which appeared nearly aliied to blasphe- 
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my—returned fresh to his memory. He ac- 
cused himself of having committed the Un- 
pardenable Sin. All efforts to persuade him 
to the contrary were unavailing The im- 
pression was daily deepening. His mind lost 
its elasticity : and a moody temperament suc- 
ceeded,—His friends were alarmed. A sus- 
picion was started among them, that his con- 
clusions might be just. This be marked, and 
labored to confirm it. He seemed—Ii know 
not how—to take a negative satisfaction in 
stating the desperation of his case; and in 
watching the failen countenance of sympathy. 

Many months had transpired, during which 
he was the subject of religious gossip with 
some,—of a kind of superstitious dread with 
others,—and of fervent prayer with a few of 
the remainder ;—when the case was stated to 
n judicioas Minister, whom some Providence 
had called into the neighbourhood. He wait- 
ed on Mr. L.: who, far from being averse to 
any conversation relative to his own state, 
seemed rather to court it. He was fluent in 
all the details of time and circumstance : and 
always ended his narrative with the declara- 
tion that he had ceased forever to pray. At 
ter a preparatory interchange of remarks, he 
was asked—“You believe yourself guilty of 
the Unpardonable Sin ?” 

“ { am sure of it.” 

“ In what did the crime consist?” 

« ] opposed the work of God.” 

“ So did Saul.” 

« [ denied Jesus Christ.” 

“ So did a Disciple afterwards honoured by 
his Master.” 

“ { doubted the power of Jesus Christ, af- 
ter strong evidences in its favor.” 

“ So did Thomas.” 

“ What ! are you attempting to prove by 
such examples that I am a Christian ?” 

“ Not at all: [am only inquiring into the 
nature of your guilt ; and thus far I see no rea- 
son for despair.” 

“TI have hated God,”—trejoined the self- 
condemned,—* and openly avowed my enmi- 
ty in sight of his Divine operations.” 

“ Thus far your case is lamentable indeed ; 
but not hopeless still. Our hearts are natu- 
rally at enmity with God. And I do not see 
why the open avowal of this, drawn out by the 
sight of the Law, into visible form, must ne- 
cessarily and always constitute the guilt of 
which you accuse yourself.” 

“ J feel that 1 am cut off from salvation.” 

“ [tis difficult to reason against your feel- 
ings. But they are no proof on the present 
subject. Let me inquire whether you de- 
sire the pardon of your sins ?” 

“ Assuredly ; if it were possible.” 

“ Do you regret the conduct of which you 
accuse yourself?” 
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“ Certainly.” 

“ Do you sincerely desire repentance ?” 

“I would give the world, if it were mine, 
to be able to do so.” 

* Then it is not possible that you have been 
guilty to an unpardonable extent: for these 
are characteristics ofa state of mind faithless, 
but far from being desperate. And they 
come within the design of the Gospel invita- 
tons.” 

There was something simple and touching 
in this mode of minis’ ering toa mind disease. 
ed. And it produced an effect which, proba- 


‘bly, no other process could have accomplish- 


ed. Mr. L. did not long survive this inter- 
view. But his living and dying hours were 
those of a favored Christian. 

it is, perhaps, hardly fair to speculate on 
conungencies in such a case as this. But, bu- 
manly speaking, had Mr L. been removed 
from ume, without such providential interfe- 
rence, 1 would have been with the melancholy 
conviction in his own, and other minds, that 
he had been guilty of this fearful evil. And 
yet, bad he gone down without hope to the 
grave, final unbelief and impenitence would 
have beeu the ground of his condemnation, 
and not the guilt of the Unpardonable Sin. 

Let me pray you, My Dear Sir, to dismiss 
this whole subject, as one with which, at this 
time, parucularly, you have nothing to do.— 
here is enough before you to engross all your 
solicitude, without seeking subjects of unne- 
cessary anxiety. 


ON DEFERRING RELIGION. 
From the Essay of John Foster, just published. 


Whie you are resolving to adopt the nght plan 
sometime, wad Mattering yourself that thus there 
will have been, on the whole, and in the couclu- 
sion of life’s account, a ale preponderance in fa- 
vor of religion, you are to be admonished that the 
absence of itin the eailier part of lie, is some- 
thing more, and worse, than simply so much lost 
io that account. hits not only that you are not 
religious during the tune that you shall postpone 
that concerp ; vot Only that you are rende:mg so 
much of life, with respect to that, a mere blank , 
you are all the while aggravating the difficulty 
and lessening the probability, of your being reli- 
gious at a later period, or ever. Are you so 
thoughtless or unknowing as to fancy that a long 
course of estrangement from this interest, of aver- 
sion to it, of resistance against its claims, of sup- 
pression of the remonstrances of conscience in its 
behalf, is to leave you in a kind of natural state 
impartial to admit at length the conviction that 
now it ts high time, and easily converuble into a 
Chritians spuit ? Consider that all this time you 
are forming the habits which, when inveterately 
established, will either be invincible upon you 
through life, or require a mighty wiench to eman- 
cipate you. This refusal to think, this revolting 
from any attempt at self examination, this avert- 
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clining to seek the divine favor and assistance by 

rayer, this projecting of schemes bearing no re- 
gard to that favor, and which are not to need that 
assistance, this eagerness to seize each transitory 
pleasure, this preference of companions who 
would like you the worse if they thought you fear- 
ed God or cared for your eternal welfare,—these 
dispositions, prolonged in a succession of your 
willing acquiescences in them, will grow into a set- 
tled constitution of your soul, which will thus be 
come its own inexorable tyrant. The habit so 
forming will draw into it all the affections, the 
workings of imagination, and the trains of thought ; 
wil! so possess itself of them that in i alone they 
will live, and move, and have their being. It will 
have a strong, voremitting propensity to grow en 
tire, so as to leave nothing unpreoccupied in the 
mind, for any opposing agent to take hold on, in 
order to counteract it; as if it were instinctively 
apprehensive of the effect of protests from con- 
science, or visitings from the powers of heaven. 
or intimations from the realm of death; and, 
therefore, intent on forming the sentiments of the 
soul to such a consistence and coalition, as shall 
leave none of them free to desert at the voice of 
these su:mmoners. 

And if you would reflect, you would be sensible 
that, in effect, you wish the case to be just so, 
Do wot practise any dissimulation with yourself 
on the subject. In making the resolution that 
sometime (and now, honestly, is not that a time 
willingly regarded as far off?) you will apply 
yourself to religion, you plainly intend that you 
will not be religious, that you wil! be estranged 
from the religion, till then. But, in resolving 
that it shall not command you, you necessarily 
must wish that neither shall it disturb you. You 
wish that, during all the time, no interfering, op- 
posing, alarming principle may abide in your 
ming; because you desire to enjoy fully, and iv 
peace, the kind of happiness which you are to 
exclude religion in order toenjoy. You are wish. 
ing, then, m effect, that your affections and tastes 
may be entirely in harmony with a system of life 
devoid of religion, that your judgment may ac- 
commodate itself not to condemn your proceed- 
ing, and that your conscience should either be be- 
guiled to acquiesce, or repose in a long deep 
sleep. That is to say, while you are resolving 
that at some advanced period you will be reli 
gous, you are also resolving that, during the 
long preceding time, you will yield yourself to a 
process for consolidating those very habits, which 
will fix your mind in a confirmed antipathy to 
religion. You are intending to enter at last on 
consecrated ground, and yet are surrendering 
yourself to a power, which will hold you back with 
the grasp of a fiend when you attempt to approach 
its border. You presume that the latter stage of 
your journey shall be an ascent to heaven, and 
yet, in this earlier one, you deliberately choose a 
track in which you can calculate how each down. 
ward step goes in aggravation of the arduousness 
of that ascent, if you shall indeed ever attempt 
it: as if aman who had to reach the summit of 
a Vast mountain, and might do it on one side by a 
long, gradual, and comparatively geutle declivity, 
should prefer essaying it on that other side, where, 
descending first to a great depth to reach its base, 
he must then climb its precipices. Whatever | 


The Piper and the Tracts. 





am now gaining, he might say to himself, in the 





437 


way of pleasant indulgence, in this descent, is $9 
much that [ shall find to have been gained against 
me bv the difficuty on vouder steep 

It may be easy for you to nave credit with your- 
self in denying, in a light inconsiderate way, that 
you are actually adopting a plio of such monstrous 
absurdity. You will say, that you are far from 
being conscious of any wish 'o aggravate the fu- 
ture difficulty of applying your mind in good ear- 
nest to religion. But this is an evasion, of the 
thonghtlessness or disingenuousness of which you 
ought to be more than ashamed. You are bound 
io consider, that in adopting a plan, you are ace 
countable for every thing which is necessarily in- 
volved in it. And when your plan is that of 
spending an indefinite but large portion of your 
life exempt from religion, you necessarily wish 
to have the unalloved benefit of your privilege, 
(But what terms I am using!) That clear ad- 
vantage you cannot have if invaded by convic- 
tions, if harassed by conscience, if kept in awe of 
the invisible Observer, if lightened upon by inti- 
mations of a judgment to come. You necessarily 
wish ap immunity from all this, if the prosecu- 
tion of your scheme. But, therefore, by implica- 
tion, vou wish for that which alone can so exempt 
you; and that is no other than such a hardened 
state of mind, such an oblivion habitually, and 
such a power of defiance occasionally, as will con- 
stitute, when fully confirmed, a most fatal aver- 
sion and unadapteduess to that transfer of your 
thoughts and affections to religion, on which you 
are presuining as the ultimate resource. 

And itis probable that, if you had self obsery- 
ation enough, vou might perceive th s process to- 
ward a confirmed state is going on. Have you 
no consciousness that the last two or three years 
of your neglect of religion have rendered your 
disinclination to it more positive? May there 
not be a more sensible reaction agaiust its remon- 
strances? If the earlier feeling was that of mere 
carelessness about the subject, has it in no degree 
changed to the stronger one of aversion ? 


THE PIPER AND THE TRACTS. 


One evening, while seated in my study and en- 
gaged in writing ont the minutes of a meeting of 
our Auxiliary Tract Society, which had been 
held a short time before, T was anexpectédly in- 
terrupted. A Highland Piper, clad in the full 
costume of ancient Caledonia, stationed himself 
exactly in front of my window, in the midst of a 
group of children, who seemed mightily delighted 
and astonished at the novelty of the sight, and 
equally so at the animating sound of the pibroch. 
I was not the least pleased of the spectators, as I 
had not for years listened to the spirit-stirring 
notes of the pipes; nor had | ever beheld a more 
venerable and striking countenance, or a more in- 
teresting figure, altogether, than that which this 
Piper presented. I observed, that wien any one 
gave him any money for playing, however small 
the sum, he immediately gave them in return a 
paper, which I of course conceived was some bal- 
lad or idle song. But you may judge how great 
was iny surprise and pleasure, when | ascertained 
that, in place of being a vender of profane songs, 
this man proved to be an active circulator of Re- 
ligious Tracts. While he entertained the listen- 
ing crowd by his music, he was, at the same time, 
seeking to produce salutary and saving impress- 
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ions on the hearts of his auditors, by directing 
then attention to the pure and simple statements 
of divine truth with which your Tracts abourd, 
This fact, however, I did not ascertain until 
the following day, when the Piper called at my 
house. He wished to know from me, as he had 
learned that I was Secretary to the Blackburn 
Auxiliary Tract Society, whether our Committee 
would have any objection to allow him to pur- 
chase afew hundred Tracts at the subseriber’s 
price, although he was not himself a subscriber ; 
observing, at the same time, that he had ron short 
of Tracts, owing to the number he had given 
away since he had come fiom Liverpool, where 
he said he had purchosed a greatmany. When 1 
asked the question, Whether he was quite able to 
pay the subseriber’s price for the number he want- 
ed, o1 whether he did not wish to have them gra 
tis, he answered, with an independence of spuit 
peculiar to the Scotush peasantry, “ Gratis, Sir! 
O no; 1 would vot have them gratis. Thad rath 
er pay for them; but I am not able to pay the 
non-subscriber’s price. If you choose to give me 
any gratis, 1 shail be very happy if you also ac 
cept of some fron me, which perhaps you may 
not have seen, as they have been recently publish 
ed in Glasgow.” I need not add that | immedt- 
ately gave him an order upon our Depositary tor 
as many Tracts as he wished to purchase at the 
subseriber’s price, and felt exceedingly gratified 
by the imerview which I had with bun. He said 
it bad been his practice, for years, while he trav- 
elles! up and down the country, to give a hallpen- 
Dy Tract to any person W ho gave him a penny for 
laying atuce onthe bagpipe. Would that we 
ad many such pipers end itinerant mustcians. 
If we had, how much good might be done by 


them !—Lond. Tract Mag. 


ON SPENDING TIME. 


The Rev. John Janeway was not a little troub 
led at the barrewness of Christians in their dis 
course, and their not improving their socicty for 
the quickening and warming of their hearts ; the 
spending of precious time unaccountably, the tl- 
management of visits, and the impertinency ol 
their talk, he often reflected upon wiih a holy 
indignation. It vexed him to the soul, to see 
what prizes some’ mes were put into the hands of 
Christians, and how Jittle skill and will they had 
to improve them, for the building ap of one another 
in their most holy faith, And that they who 
should be encouraging one another in the way to 
Zion, communicating experiences, and talking of 
their country, and of the glory of that kingdom 
which the saints are heirs of, could satisfy them- 
selves with empty, common, vain stuff; as if 
Christ, heaven, and eternity were not things of as 
great worth as any thing else that usually sounds 
in the ears and comes from the lips of professors. 
That the folly of common discourse among Chris- 
tians might appear more, and that he might dis- 
cover how little such language did become those 
who profess themselves followers of Christ, he 
once sat down silently, and took out his pen and 
ink, and wrote down in short-hand the discourse 
that passed for some time together, amongst 
those who pretended to more than common un- 
derstanding in the things of God. And after a 
while he took his paper and read to them; and 





asked them whether their talk was such as they 
would be willing God should record. This he 
did that he might shame thein out of that usual, 
unobserved, and unlainented, uoprofitable com- 
munication, and fruitless squandering away that 
inestimable’ jewel—opportunity. Oh, to spend 
an bour or two together, and to hear scarcely a 
word for Christ, or that speaks people’s hearts in 
love with holiness. Is not this writing a brave, 
rational, divine discourse? Fie, fie. Where’s 
our love to God and souls all this while? Where 
our sense of the preciousness of time, of the great- 
Less efour own account? Should we talk thus if 
we beheved that we should hear of this agam,.at 
the day of judgment 2? And do we not know that 
we must give an account of every idle word? Is 
this like those that understand the language of 
Canaan? Did saints in former times use their 
tongues to no better purpose 2? Would Enoch, 
David, or Paul have tatked thus? Is this the 
sweetest Communication of saints upon earth ? 
How shall we do to spend eternity in speaking 
the praises of God, if we cannot find matter for 
an hour’s discourse 2? Doth not this speak aloud 
our hearts to be very empty of grace, and that we 
have little sense of those spiritual and eternal con- 
cerns apon us ?”—Christian Biography. 


AUTUMN. 


The Autuinn of the year reminds us of the Au- 
tumn of a belever’s life upon earth, When he is 
ripe for heaven, or bas fuifilled the duties appoint- 
ed to him for his day and generation, it is not 
loug betore the sickle of death is putin, and the 
spit’ gathered into the heavenly garner. As 
soon as the designation of grace is completed in 
him and by him, the voice of God will utter from 
heaven the reviving sound of-—Come up hither ! 

The corn, when ripe, must be cut down before 
it can be gathered in; and, “when gathered in, it 
inust be thrashed and winnowed ere it can be ap- 
pled to use, 

« So hkewise the Christian’s body must be laid 
low by death, betore his soul can mount up to the 
mansions of bliss: and thus death, from being 
the sorest enemy, becomes one of the most bless- 
ed friends of the believer. Like a benevolent an- 
gel, he bursts the bars and chains which detain 
the sprit in a world of sin and misery, and ashers 
in the soul to a state of ineffable purity and joy. 
Death is yours, said the Apostle: and, without 
death, who could fully possess the life eternal ? 
— This is among the wonders of redemption ; the 
very curse of man becomes his blessing ; and that 
which of itself would have tumbled him down in- 
‘0 hell, now wafts bim with a glorious speed to 
the mansions of peace. In ther last hours, how 
many blessed souls have thus perceived, that 
death was their mercy, their privilege, their joy! 
How many, when nature could afford no comfort, 
bor the objects of nature, have triamphed and re- 
jowed in the foretaste of the glory just revealing! 
How many have braved what sense considers with 
horror, and nobly met this reputed toe of human 
life in bis most dismal forms! Read the martyr’s 
pangs, but read his comforts too; and thou wilt 
find, believing soul, that murder and tyranny had 
no advantage over him. In all these things he 
was a conqueror, and more than a conqueror, 
through Him that loved him. Almighty strength, 
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unseen by man, supported feeble nature, and gave 
to a uembling reed the unbowing stabiluy of an 
o:k. Founded on the Rock, ‘he soul could not 
be moved ; but, couscious 0! replenished strength, 
looked down upon toe ag tated waves with tran- 
quillity of mind. The martyr’s crown Was the 
martyrs joy, his “ blood the seed of the Church "i 
and his portion is near to the golden altar of sal 
vation before the throne in heaven. 

However tranquil and serene, yet every believ- 
er’s death is a martyrdom for glory. He is cur 
off and becomes a witness for God, and, for a 
superior interest, he purts with the werld. And 
O, what joy have thousands expressed at thew 
Jast hour, in the prospect of what was before 
them! However men may boas in the days of 
health and of ease, or riot in the thoughtlessness 
of folly, who would not wish to die like the Chris- 
tian ? 

lt is true, not all God’s people have this joy of 
harves' in their departure heace ; but still ther 
harvest is safe, though the weather be not so fine. 
When they are gathered in, they will surely have 
their measure full of glory, and want no more. 
The forerunning joy, if it may be so called, is like 
the voice fiom heaven to Christ, (John xit. 30.) not 
so much for the believer’s own sake, as for the 
help and encouragement of those who remain be 
hind. Whatever be the particular circumstances 
of their death, all God’s redeemed have peace at 
the last, and peace for evermore. 

But there aie some, who, instead of being God’s 
corn, are like the grass upon the house tops, 
wherewith the mower filleth not his hand ; nor he 
that bindeth sheaves, his bosom. To fill the 
hand, means the consecration or blessing of God ; 
and not to fill it, consequently, the desecration or 
curse. Thus we read of withered branches, stub- 
ble, dry stubble, chaff, tares, &c., whose end is 
burning. The wrath of the Lord, like a devour- 
ing fire, shall, we are told, burn up the ungodly. 
They are not bound, as a reaper binds his sheaves, 
in the bundle of life, nor are they gathered into 
the heavenly bosom: but they are winnowed 
away, like the chaff, and cast into everlasting five 
There the worm of an accusing conscience dieth 
not, and there the flaming wrath of God is never 
extinguished. Whatan awful, what an everlast- 
ing separation must shortly take place between 
the fruit and he leaves, che corn and the chaff, 
the sheep and the goats; between all that Christ 
has made to pass under the rod, claiming -them as 
his own, and all that, in the wickedness of their 
hearts, clixdained to have him to rule over them! 
It was a fearful sight to behold Mount Sinai cov- 
ered with fire and clouds, with the awful magnfi- 
tence of a holy, yet a paternal God ; but this was 
a minute appearance, compared with the cireum- 
stances of that tremendous day, when the Lord 
shall arise terribly to shake, not a single mountain. 
but the whole earth. When the very heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, the elements 
melt with fervent heat, the earth and the works 
that are therein be burnt up, and the universal 
frame of things be dissolved. If Moses, a good 
ina, and accepted into the favor of God, could 
not but exceedingly fear and quake at the com. 
paratively small display of the Holy One of Israel 


appearing tor salvation ; what will all wicked men 
feel, at the solemn approach of the Divine Ma- 
jesty, upon “ the wreck of worlds,” to let loose his 
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dreadful wrate upon them, and that fiery indigna- 
tion, which shall devour his adversaries? This 
is an affecting thonght for Christians; and it 
should be an alarming consideration to those who 
obey not the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For persons 
so awfully situated, one cannot help offering a 
praver, that they mav have such grace to treinble 
now, as not to tremble for ever! 


THE BURIAL. 


Ina small town on the Green Mountains in 
Massachusetts, lived a miller by occupation, who 
has loug since gone to the grave, but whose mem- 
ory is dear to the hearts of thousands, He had a 
daughter—a lovely girl—whose mind, lke the 
scenery around, was romantic, and somewhat in- 
clined to pensiveness. He regarded her witha 
father’s tenderness, and seemed always to feel a 
kind of resigned distress, lest that interesting child 
should fail at last of Heaven, with all its unspeak- 
able joys. Such acharmer would notlong escape 
the notice of those who hoped for happiness in 
life. She was soon affianced and married toa 
young man of respectable Connexions and stand- 
ing in society, but far below her iv point of real 
excellence. They, however, were mutually hap- 
py in each other’s society and friendship; and in 
contemplating the future, there seemed to rise be- 
fore them luxuriant fields and flowery paths and 
beautiful habitations, 

But he who seeth not as man seeth, had other- 
wise determined. This mountain flowret was 
doomed to withe: and die. Scarcely bad one fleet- 
ing year dispensed its blessings, when a fever seiz- 
eri on ber delicate frame, and she gradually sank 
under its buroings, With her hushand and father 
it was now a time of indescribable interest. The 
former loved her for her gentleness and endear- 
ing mental qualutes, and wept atthe bare thought 
of bidding a fast adieu4o ali he held dear on earth, 
Her father, too, knew well how to adiire the ex- 
ercise of the virtuous affections. A thousand 
naureless endearments seemed to have eutwined 
nis very existence with herown., But what tuiew 
a hallowed pensiveness over the scene, was, that 
she had been the child of his prayers. He had 
carried her in his arms before the baptismal altar, 








and there given her away to God. Often in the 
darkness and solitude of night he had kuelt before 
the eternal throne, and commended her to the 
blessed Jesus. How could he now see her laid in 
the grave, without hope in his atoning blood ?— 
How could he look upon ber cold, lifeless clay, 
when the spirit that once enimated it, was in the 








world of despair? “ Poor man!” said many a 
heart, “he canaet survive, if she dies thus,—so in- 
tense is his vision of eternal things.” Meanwhile 
the disease was gaming ground ; saw she 
was going —not without serious alarm, but with po 
hope! Many a time when her hind faher bent 
over her bed-sice with the veice of affectionate en- 
treaty, and a countenance struggling between the 
emotions of anxiety and resignation, she would 
look on him with a despairing eve, and say that 
his pious counsels were all in varo,—her harvest 
was past, her sommer ended, and slie was Nol save 
ed! Then the broken hearted nniler would go 
away and commune alone with God, ull every 
tear was dry, and every tumultuous teeling hushed 
in the sublime contemplation, that * the Lord God 
omnipotent reigueth.” 
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The sad, the melancholy day at last came.-—The 
lovely green that spread its man'le around the se- 
cluded habitation, seemed now to be tinged with 
sorrow. The bereaved busband, with a broken 
heart, bedewed the cold clay with many tears. 
Other relatives and friends sat weeping around the 
remains of so dear an object ;—it was verily a 
houve of mourning. But amid this afflicted group 
stood the venerable father, alternately raising his 
meliing eyes to heaven, and then casting them af 
fectionately upon his departed child. No mur 
muring, no complaint, no inordinate sorrow. 
“The Lord gave,” said he, “ and the Lord hath 
taken away, and blessed be the name of the 
Lord.” He then kneeled down by the bed-side, 
an! ponred forth his heart in fervent supplication 
to Gt; recounting his mercies, and praying that 
this ofilction, though for the present not joyous 
but grevous, might work out for them all a fa: 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. I 
was affecting to hear such notes of thankfulness 
ascend from the abode of poverty and tears, while 
many—ah! too many, whose lives have been 
crowned with goodness, never felt one emotion of 
_—* to Hin from whom all their blessings 

ow. 

The morrow came. After the usual services at 
the afflicted dwelling, a procession was formed, 
and moved slowly to the grave. Aronod it all 
Were quickly gathered, and the damp earth wa 
closed aver the loved remains. The last impress 
had been sealed—the last look had been taken— 
eaith was retiu?ae! to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust. The heart of the bereaved husband seemed 
rent with anguish, Eveu now we seem to hear 
his stifled groans. Many a hardy veteran who 
hai seldom wept before, iow joined their sympa 
thics with the throbbing bosoits of youth, on be- 
holding a scene like this. How strange was the 
contrast presented by the father! We shed no 
tear—he raised no sigh! Every feature was 
softened into serenitv, and a heavenly sume sat 
upon his countenance; till at length, his heart 
bursting with feelings incapable of utterance, he 
uncovered his head and addressed the assembly 
nearly as follows: * My friends, you have known 
how strongly my affections were bound to this 
child, now gone forever, and vou wonder why it is 
that | drop no tear upon her grave. But I cannot 
weep ; if I do they must be tears of joy. The God 
I serve has vouchsafed to me this day such a 

limpse of his glory, that my thoughts are swal 
owed up in him. J can troly say that it has been 
the happiest day of my life. Shall I, a poor 
worm, exalt myself against God? Shall I ques 
tion his wisdom, bis goodness, or his mercy ?— 
Blessed Jesus! thou hast done all things well; I 
would commit my allto thee.” After giving vent 
to his teelings, for some minutes, in such a strain 
as few on earth have ever heard, he retired froin 
the grave, and was followed by the other mourn 
ers, and they by the spectators. Many who were 
present on this occasion, with a veneration border- 
ing on superstition, believe to this day, that while 
ultering expressions so remarkable, his face shone 
with a supernatural and heavenly lustre. 
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How often have our hearts been stung with anguish 
and indigoation at the recital of the eold-blooded mur- 
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ders, and cruelties—worse than murder—committed 
npon the defenceless Africans. And how different 
the sensations, when we hear of vessel after vessel 
sailing for (not from) Africa, freighted with freemen 
(not slaves,)—who are returning to their native 
land, where they can “ set under their own vines and 
fig trees, without any to molest or make afraid.” 


The Brig Doris sailed, says theAfrican Reposito- 
rv, in fine style, and under the most favorable cir- 
enmstances, on Saturday morning, the 10th of 
November. After the deck had been cleared of all 
but the emigrants, the Rev. Mr. Henshaw made 
an eloqnent and affecting address to them, and 
those whom curiosity and interest had attracted. 
When he had concluded, a gun was fired as the 
signal of departure, and the Brig set sail, while all 
the vessels around had their flags hoisted in honor 
of the occasion. 

This vessel was fitted out in Baltimore, and re- 
ceived on board at that place eighty-two passen- 
gers. —Of these, twenty-nine were from Baltimore, 
fifteen from the western part of the State of New- 
York, two from Delaware, three from Hagerstown, 
fy and thirty-three from Ano Arundel county, 

d, 

Twenty-three others embarked from Norfolk, 
making in all one hundred and five. Of this 
whole number, sixty-two were slaves, liberated by 
their proprietors for the express purpose of being 
transferred, for a settlement to the Colony of Li- 
heria.—T bus is seen fulfilled, at this early period, 
the prediction of the founders of our Society, that 
the success of their enterprise would offer induce- 
ments not to be resisted, to many humane and Jof- 
tv minded individuals for the emancipation of their 
slaves, hy exhibiting unquestionable evidence, that 
upon such, freedom might be conferred without 
detriment to the public welfare, and with inesti- 
mable advantage to them, Thethirty-three from 
Ann Arundel County, Maryland, were all the 
property of Daniel Murray, Esq. who in contem- 
plation of this generous action, sent out to the Col- 
any some vears ago, a favorite servant, to make 
report concerning the country, and prepare the 
way for thase who were to succeed him. Twenty- 
three were manumitted with similar views, by Col. 
David Bullock of Virginia; three by J. I. Mer- 
rick, Esq. of Hagerstown, one by Capt. J.D Hen- 
lev, of the United States Navy; and two others 
by a person whose name is unknown to us, in Bal- 
timore. Most, if not all these benevolent individ- 
uals aided liberally. by donations in money or oth- 
er articles, the outfit of the objects of their kind- 
ness for the voyage, and the situations to which 
they are destined. Such deeds are recorded on @ 
fairer leaf than ours, and there is ONE, who ap- 
proves them, whose approbation is an ample re- 
ward.—May his blessing attend this beneficence, 
and may those who have enjoyed it, bear the re- 
membrance of it forever in their hearts, and by 
exemplifying the spirit which gave it origin, in 
their own lives perpetuate its effects, and confer 
upon the enslaved by superstition and sin, the lib- 
erty which is in Christ! 


Expeditions soon to sail for the Colony. 


The Brig Nautilus, of Norfolk, has been enga- 
ged by the Society to convey emigrants to Libe- 
ria, and will sail before the close of the month, 
More than eighty applicants for a passage in this 
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vessel, are from the State of North Carolina, and 
are of the nuinber of those under the special pro- 
tection of the Society of Friends. We have hac 
frequent occasion to notice the earnestness, perse- 
verance, and eminent liberality of this excellent 
Society, in the African cause ; and in our presen! 
number we record their donation of seven hun 
dred and fifty dollars to our Institution. We are 
informed that they are disposed to do still move 
rather than experience any disappointment in ref 
erence to the departure of the proposed expedi- 
tion. 

The Schooner Randolph, destined to the Colo- 
ny, has also bean employed by the Society, to pro 
ceed to Georgetown, South Carolina, for the pur- 
pose of conveying thence to Liberia, twenty-five 
persons, liberated by a single individual near Che- 
raw, for the purpose of being restored to Africa ; 
of which, most, if not all, are natives. Many of 
them have expressed anxiety, all of them a willing 
ness to settle in the Colony. 

The fairest prospect seems now to be opening 
before our Institution. The unexampled succes» 
which has recently marked the progress of our in 
fant Colony, has produced appropriate effects up- 
on the public: interest and charity are extensive- 
ly excited, and multitudes uutil lately undecided, 
have declared themselves for us, and given tiber- 
ally to aid our cause. We cannot be adequately 
thankful, for the recent indications of favor in the 
opinions of our countrymen, and the Providence 
of God. They have surpassed our highest expec 
tations. Who would have predicted, that an asso- 
ciation so feebly supported at its commencement, 
so strongly opposed in its progress, proposing a 
work so difficult, and with resources so scanty for 
its execution, should, at the conclusion of ten 
years, be able to exhibit as the result of its efforts, 
a Colony of one thousand persons: moral and ev- 
en religious in its character, well ordered in its 
government, growing in intelligence, industry, and 
enterprise: some members of which, who left this 
country with nothing, have acquired property to 
the amount of from four to ten thousand dollars 
each—a Colony well defended—which has erect 
ed two churches and many other public buildings ; 
in the several schools of which, every child is ac 
quiring the rudiments of knowledge ;—a Colony, 
in fine, as regular in its concerns, and as happy in 
its population perhaps, as any settlement iv our 
own land. Nor should it be forgotten, that not 
SIX years since, the earliest emigrants erected their 
dwellings upon Cape Montserado ; and that subse. 
quently, for two years, they were ina war with 
the natives, exposed to imminent danger; endur 
ed severe and complicated sufferings ; and, indeed, 
were coinpelled, like the restored Israelites, while 
they built their walls with one hand, to grasp a 
weapon with the other. 

_ But what Christian can contemplate withont 
Joyous emotions, the influence which this Colony 
already exerts upon the neighboring African 
Tribes? And what hopes may we not indulge for 
the future ? The poor pagans must perceive the 
superiority of civilized and Christian people, and 
desire to avail themselves of the benefits of their 
society, example and instructions. Many of their 
children are now in the schools of the Colony, 
and will go forth among their countrymen, to com- 
municate a knowledge of the most useful arts, and 
to teach the precepts of a pure Religion. Ove 








Colonizatien vs. Slavery. 441 


hundred and fifty miles of coast are now under 
the Colonial jurisdiction, and along this whole line 
the benign effects of the laws and administration 
of the Colony are felt and acknowledged. 

Every benevolent and Christian heart, will find 
in facts like these, sufficient motives for exertion. 
Nor are such hearts few in our favored country. 
The donations to our charitable Lustitutions prove 
that they are not. We trust that the time ts not 
remote, when the friends of the African cause 
throughout the country, will unite their strength ; 
when associations will he formed to aid it in eve- 
ry town and village of the laud; and when the 
State Legislatures and the Nasional Government, 
will be induced to prosecute the work so auspi- 
ciously commenced, with all that energy, and to 
all that extent required by patriotism, and the prin- 
ciples of our faith. 

We believe the time has arrived, when the pros- 
session of a ship, to be constantly employed in ton- 
veying emigrants to Liberia, would prove of itical- 
culable advantage to the Society. In our nutnber 
for September, we ventured to solicit the means of 
purchasing a vessei; and upon perusing otr re- 
marks at that time, the Society of Friands in 
North Carolina advanced two hundred and fifty 
dollars towards the object. We are now convin- 
ced that a larger vessel than the one then describ- 
ed, (say, instead of 150, of 250 tons) would ba de- 
sirable ; and that for the purchase and outfit, of 
such a vessel, a fund of ten thousand dollars may 
be required, We pray the several agents of the 
Society, Auxiliary Institutions, and our friends 
generally, to make special exertions to raise this 
fund; which, appropriated to the object just men- 
tioned, cannot fail to facilitate all the operations 
of the Society, and greatly promote the interests 
of the Colony. We feel that we should be inex- 
cusable, with the evidences of public liberality now 
before us, were we to make this appeal without 
confidence that it will be favorably answered. 


COLONIZATION ws. SLAVERY. 


The Rev. Mr. Kennedy. of Philadelphia, is 
publishing in “ Freedom’s Journal,” a very valua- 
ble series of numbers in favour of the Colonization 
Society. In answering the objection sa often 
urged by abolitionists, that the influence of the 
Society’s measures will be adverse \o emancipa- 
tion, he makes the following statements. 


“T have enjoyed an exceedingly interesting in- 
terview with Mr. John Hanson, a coloured man, 
just returned from Liberia. This gentleman was 
delegated by the colored people of Baltimore, as 
une on whose statements they could repose the ful- 
lest confidence, to visit Liberia. He remained in 
ihe col.ny ihree months, and his report more 
than confirms the representations I have already 
made. Of 92 who accompanied him in the brig 
Doris not one died from the influence of the cli- 
mate, although two children died soon after their 
arrival, one of the croup, the other of a disease 
common to children every where. Indeed so slight 
was the sickness, that many of the emigrants nev- 
er intermitted their ordinary employments. Eve- 
ry colonist on his arrival receives one lot in the 
town of Monrovia, and five acres in the country, 
which Mr. H. estimates at $1500, together with 
an additional allowauce if he have a family. The 
trade of the colony is thriving with unexampled 
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rapidity, so that lots in the town of Monrovia are 
already selling at $500 each. ‘Three individuals, 
who left this country pennyless, have amassed a 
capital of not less than $10,000 each, and one of 
them is now constructing a vessel for the double 
purpose of trade with Norfolk, and of transporting 
such as may be emancipated to accompany him. 
Fifteen English vessels in addition to those of oti- 
er nations were freighied at Monrovia during the 
las: year. 

In consequence of Mr. H.’s report, the ‘Friends’ 
of Baltimore have become decided in their appro- 
bation, and the coloured community of that city 
have their eyes fully opened. A gentleman nea: 
Baltimore, who has not been very friendly to the 


‘coloniZation scheme, manmuitted one by way of 


experiment. This person who has been two 
or three years in the colony, sent by Mr. H. by 
way of donations to his former master, an ele- 
phant’s tooth weighing twenty-four pounds, with 
five pounds of turtle shell, and some other valuable 
articles. On receiving the articles, and hearing 
of the flourishing state of the colony, this gentue- 
inan instantly manumitted all he owned, thirty i 
number who are to set sail, with Mr. H. for 
Liberia, in the latter part of the present month.” 


we 
From the American .4dvocate. 


RULES OF CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

Jam acyuainted with a venerable divine whose 
usefulness has surpassed that of many of his con 
temporaries in the Gospel Vineyard. His Church, 
devoted to pious enterprise, is uniformly in th 
sensible enjoyment of God. As I have gazed on 
the crowds flocking to his church, lL have been for- 
cibly reminded of the beautilul imagery of the 
Prophet, “ who are these that fly as a cloud, and 
as the doves to their windows 7” 

In the deportment of this man of God T have 
seen the hepprest correspondences with the char 
acter of his boly cabling. Every thing was indie 
ative of what | believe to be true—that his closet 
was to him as Carmel to Elijah ;—the Lord was 
there. I shall never forget as | one day adverted 
to the invariable prosperity of bil Church, with 
what a soul subduing pathos he exclaiwed—* Thy 
Lord reigneth !—*] have lived loug enough to 
prove that without bim FE can do nothing, but I 
have seen enough to convince me that with hin I 
can do all things ;—blessed, blessed be his name ! 
—in his confidence he has kept my fold, and they 
continue a flourishing and happy people.’ 

My principal design in introducing this charac- 
ter is to relate a circumstance which will afford a 
practical iMustration of the benefit of a daily walk 
with God. 

This good man, besides his geveral rules for 
Church government, had drawn up a few articles, 
defining particularly, and at the same time enfor 
cing Christian duties. They were chiefly design- 
ed for the regutation of domestic conduct, Indeed 
the adoption of these rules by every member of his 
church, to be hung up in a conspicvous part of 
their houses, was an article in the condition of his 
settlement among them. ‘These rules were unan- 
imousiy adopted and strictly adiered to ;—a cir- 
cumetance which he ofien mentions as one great 
cause of the prosperity of his Church, 


“To do good, and to communicate, forget not, 





for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” 
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“To them who by patient continuance in well- 


doing, seek for glory, and honor, aud immortality, 
eternal life.” 


The following are the Rules: 
“ These are the Rules of this Family.” 


“ We have no time given us to throw away, but 
to improve for Eternity: Therefore we would join 
in no conversation that is unprofitable ; but in that 
ouly which is good to the use of edifying, that it 
inay minister grace to the hearers, 

Il. 

We are not anxious to gossip on the news of the 
Town ; or to be informed of the business of others ; 
but as it might lead to exercise the various duties 
which we owe to God and our neighbor, described 
in the 10th chapter of Luke. 

iil. 

We have nothing to say of the misconduct of 
others. ‘Therefore let not the fault of any absent 
person be mentioned, unless absolute necessity re- 
quires it: and them let it be with great tenderness 
without dwelling upon it. May God preserve ns 
from a censorious, criticising spirit, so contrary to 
that of Christ. 

IV. 

We offer the right hand of fellowship to every 
one that cometh in the name of the Lord: but we 
receive none to doubttul disputation ; but whoever 
loveth the Lord Jesus in sincerity, the same is our 
brother—our sister and mother—* for God is love.’ 

V. 

We neither receive nor pay visits on the Lord’s 
day. For we and our house desire particularly on 
that day to serve the Lord. 

Vi. 

We do earnestly wish every one to reprove us 
faithfully, when we deviate from any of these 
rules :—So shall we be as guardian angels to each 
other, and asa holy mingled flame ascending up 
before God.—And as many as walk according to 
these rules, * Peace be unto them.’ ” 

Were these rules adopted by our professing 
Christians with sincere motives, we should in all 
probability soon see a greater consistency in their 
moral coiduet, 





Statistical account of the Town of Norwich. 


Present population, about 4,300. There are in 
the town, 7 churches, viz. 3 Congregational, 1 
Episcopalian, 1 Baptist, 1 Methooist, and 1 Uni- 
versalist, | Market-House, 2 Banks, 1 Benk for 
Savings, 2 Fue Insurance Companies, 1 Female 
Academy, 2 Grammar Schools, 16 District Free 
Schools, 17 other schools, 2 Post Offices, 2 Print- 
ing Offices and 2 weekly papers printed, 

The Villuge of Norwich Falls, which has arisen 
into notice within a few years, eoulains a popula- 
ion of about 800 souls. Those who work in the 
place and live out of it for the want of tenements, 
including their famihes, amount to about 200 more, 
making in all about 1000 mhabitants. 

The Village has now two convenient school hou 
ses, where day schools are constantly kept ; in ad 
dition to which, a well conducted Sabbath Schoo- 
is regularly attended, ‘Two houses for public worl 
ship have been erected, and religions services are 
uniformly held in each of them.— Norwich Court- 
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judgment which is necessary for carrying on long 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. _ 


2 NEW-HAVEN, Decemper 8, 1827. 


Many of our Ministers who hold to Infaat Baptism, 
are willing to administer the ordinance by sprinkling, 
affusion, or immersion, believing either to be valid. 
The Baptist papers have stated that Dr. Beecher had 
lately baptised some by immersion who had been bap- 
tised in infancy,—thereby virtually denying his be- 
lief in Infant Baptism. In order to correct this mis- 
take, we copy the following from the Christian 
Watchman, a Baptist paper published in Boston :— 

“It having been reported to us as probable, that 
Dr. Beecher had administered the ordinance of bap- 
tism by immersion to persons of whose previous bap- 
tism by sprinkling he had been apprised, we are au- 
thorised by him to say, that the report is without 
foundation, and that his views of infant baptism 
would not permit him knowingly to baptise those who 
had been regularly* baptisedt in infancy.” 

“+ Sprinkled.” 


“* 4decording to his views.” 





INTRODUCTORY ARITHMETIC: 


Prepared for the Pupils of the Lancasterian School. 
New-Haven.—Accompanied by a Key, for the use 
of the Monitor.—Part First—By John E. Lovell. 
The little work bearing the above title, and pub- 

lished during the past year by Mr. Samuel Wads- 
worth, of this city, deserves for several reasons the 
attention of parents and tutors. In addition to its 
cheapness, which is no trifling recommendation to a 
school-book, it comes out under the approbation of 
distinguished judges, and which is still better, with 
the testimony of those who have tried. We coutd vol- 
unteer an opinion of the merits of this system of 
arithmetic over others, were not better authority to 
that point, furnished to our hands. The following re- 
view of it is made by the Boston Journal of Educa. 
tion. 

“We congratulate teachers on the appearance of 
this little book. It is very clear and simple in its def- 
initions and rules --the examples for practice are ve- 
ry happily arranged with judicious and not too fre- 
quent repetitions. Though intended particularly for 
the author’s school, it is not unadapted to any school 
whatever may be the system of instruction pursued. 
It will be found especially convenient for mothers who 
are giving @ private education to their children. It 
inay be used immediately after Fowle’s Child's Arith- 
metic. 

It is a fact well known to teachers, that Colburn's 
First Lessons proceed too rapidly for some minds, 
and in such cases we would recommend the use of 
Lovell's Arithmetic, if not previously to the ‘ First 


Infant Baptism.—Introductory Arithmetic.-—Sabbath Schools. 

















Lessons,’ at least as soon as the pupil has advanced 
half a dozen sections. We would not, however, in 
general recommend omitting that valuable work. It 
is so admirably calculated to strengthen the power of 
attention, and to create that power of suspending the 


trains of reasoning on any subject; it can so easily, 
in the hauds of a judicious instructer, be made sub- 
servient to those moral results, (ever to be consider- 
ed the ultimate object even of purely intellectual dis- 
cipline,) patience, accuracy, and a taste for propor- 
tion, that we would never pass by an opportunity of 
expressing our high respect for it. Some of our feel- | 
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ng upon this subject may perhaps be ascribed to our 
high respect for the author; who first in this country 
vave the impulse to the rational method of teaching 
2 ithmetic ; and we are not unwilling to be suspected 


of being thus influenced. 
‘ hat Lovell’s 
Atany rate, we would recommend that Love 


Arithmetic should follow the First Lessons as a pre- 
parative for Colburn's Sequel. 

The prefatory directions will, we think, be of creat 
service to teachers---to those espec ially who use the 
monitorial method, and who are desirous of giving ef- 
ficiency and variety to the exercises of their schools. 


SABBATH SCHOOLS JN PORTLAND. 

From the last report it appears that there are five 
Schools belonging t> the Union, in which are enroled 
nine hundred and fifty-six scholars, under the care of 
one hundred and fifty-three teachers ; giving an in- 
crease in these schools the past year, of three hun- 
dred and seventy scholars aud eighty-four teachers. 
Sixty-eight teachers and nine scholars during the 
time have made a public dedication of themselves to 
God. A few other children give evidence of piety, 
and some, both among the teachers and scholars, are 
now anxious inquirers. In addition to the schools re- 
ported, there has been an interesting one in the north 
part of the town, for the benefit of children living in 
that vicinity, and which could not well be induced to 
enter the other schools. There is also one for the co- 
lored population, besides that mentioned. The Me- 
thodist Sabbath School having become auxiliary to 
the Sabbath School Union of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, have withdrawn their connection from the 
Union. 

No returns have beén received from the schools 
connected with the Episcopal Church, and Union So- 
Probably about fourteen 
bundred children in this town, the past season, have 


ciety the present year. 


been brought under the happy influence of Sabbath 
School instruction. 


REVIVAL IN BOSTON. 


Although little is expressed, in the public papers, 
of the state of religion in this city, yet the impression 
has generally prevailed abroad that the churches 
were remarkably prosperous, and the tide of religious 
attention continually deepening. This general im- 
pression is substantially founded in fact. It was a 
pleasing reminiscence for Thanksgiving day, called 
up in many minds, that, since the last annual festi- 
val, the average number of about one in Gilty of the 
whole population of Boston, have had their attention 
arrested, and their affections and hearts supremely 
engaged in the cause ef Christ. More than one thou- 
sand have either attached themselves to the churches 
of four or five different denominations or may be ex- 
pected to become members at no remote period. This 
proportion of the population of Boston added to the 
large churches, and distributed among those recently 
founded, affords cause of unusual encouragement.- 
This proportion is considerably greater than that of 
the deaths, compared with the number of inhabitants. 

Will another year record that one in every twenty- 
five bas become a decided Christian? Faith is able 
to grasp even a greater blessing than this. and char- 
ity hopeth all things. { Zion's Herald. 


WORTHY OF IMITATION. 


At a meeting of the meinbers of the Congrega- 
tion of the Reformed Dutch Church in Garden. 
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444 American Home Missionary Society.—Mission to Liberia. 


Street, under the pastoral care of Rev. Dr. Ma- 
thews, held on the 20th ult. an Association was 
formed auxiliary to the A. H. M. S., and at the 
end of one week a subscription was returned to the 
Treasurer of $818 25, together with several names 
whose subseription had not been obtained. The 
“ Ladies Association” in the same Congregation, 
which contributed last year $100, is now actively 
engaged in the work, and it is hoped will nearly or 
quite double its subscription the present year. This 
together with what remains to be obtained from 
the gentlemen, will doubtless increase the amount 
subscribed by that Congregation to more than 
$1000. Let other congregations in the city emu- 
Jate this example, and then, if our frieads and the 
Churches of less wealth in the country, will come 
up to this work according to their ability, the So 
ciety will move on in its great enterprize of sup- 
plying all the destitute in the nation with the means 
of salvation.—V. Y. Obs. 


Hissionary Xutelligence. 


AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SO__ 
CIETY. 


From a Missionary in the State of New- York to the 
Corresponding Secretary. 





In the congregation enjoying the ministrations 
of the writer of this letter, more than lwo hundred 
in the judgment of Christian charity were brought 
to accept the Lord Jesus as their Saviour and 
King, previous to the 8th of August last. Under 
date of November 9, he wrrites as follows: 


We have had the happiness, since the Ist of 
September, of receiving into the communion ani 
fellowship of the church, fourteen on the profes- 
sion of their faith; seven of whom are heads of 
families. ‘Two others, who were propounded for 
admission, were prevented from attending meet- 
ing last Sabbath, when the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper was administered, by ill health. 

Io some parts of this town the gracious effusions 
of the Divine Spirit are yet manifestly continued. 
Since I last wrote, between twenty and thirty hope 
that they have been redeemed from the dominion 
of siv, and brought “ into captivity to the law of 
Christ.” The conversion of any sinner under any 
circumstances, is a Most important event ; but some 
of these instances we regard as the must interes- 
ting and striking in some respects of any that have 
occurred during the revival. One who had read 
extensively m order to be prepared to oppose re- 
ligion iv all its forms, on the last Sabbath, in com 
pany with his wife, publicly eatered into covenan: 
with God, and took a seat with His people in this 

lace, at the Sacramental board. The change iv 
im is great and acknowledged by all. 

During the whole progress of the revival, I have 
endeavored to pursue a course, designed, not so 
much to awaken an excessive and short lived ex 
citement, as to make an impression which shoul! 
influence the habits and the life. The sentimen' 
is less prevalent, I hope, in this place than iu some 
others, that revivals must of necessity, be of short 


In two or three neighborhoods, interesting pray- 
er-meetings and conferences are statedly held 
once a week or oftener, where a year ago there 


From the Recorder & Telegraph. 
HOME MISSIONS. 


are like sheep without a shepherd. They scat- 
ter,and have none to gather them ; they fall, and 
have none to raise them up; they wander, and 
have none to reclaim them. To this, may be 
added, the melancholy aspect, which presen:s it- 
selfto a pious mind, where a numerous genera- 
tion of young immortals, are rising upin a world 
of error and crime, with only occasional eli- 
gious instruction.” Maine M. S. Rep. 

Yet this is the melancholy state of hundreds of 
churches in New England—and in many more 
nundreds in other parts of our “ highly favored 
country.” 

A striking illustration of the sentiment con- 
veyed in the former part of the foregoing ex- 
tract, is found in the moral condition of Brown- 
field, described by Mr. Newell, the missionary, 
iu the same Report. “A church has been or- 
ganized here, some 20 or 30 years ago—but was 
m ruins. lis recaids, and ali its written monu- 
ments, if any there were, had been lost. Not 
so much as a covenaat could be found in the 
flown. Its members seemed to have forgotien 
their vows—they were scattered like sheep with- 
out ashepherd,. Some were dead, some reimov- 
ed framtown, some found indulging in all the 
dissipation of the ungodly. A few had 2 name 
to live. There was no attendance on the insti- 
tutions of the Sabbath—no circles of prayer and 
vot a family altar, [T believe, in the church.— 
Other denominations had prevailed, so that the 
town is much divided.” Mark now the results 
of missionary Tabor on this mass of mouldering 
materials. 


“ My first object was, to look up the church 
and seek out her living members—fiid those whe 
were living inthe indulgence of hope, but in the 
veglect of duty—to call on Christians to come 
out from the warld, take up their stumbling blocks, 
and attend to all the ordinances of divine ap- 
pointment, in order to expect the blessing of 
heaven.—The few who remain were collected, 
re organized by the aloption of articles of faith, 
and a covenant ; records coumenced—the proper 
officers chosen —the unworthy expelled—and the 
ordinances administered. When all this was 
done, the power of the Holy Ghost seemed to rest 
upon thea. Some drops of spiritual rain have 
descended. Ten were admiited to the church, 
aud also two by letter. Several others are ex- 
pected to be examined soon for church member- 
ship. Some more will unite by letter, The 
church is much roused. Souls are flocking to 
Christ. The work 1s peculiarly sull, in some ca- 
ses the most pungeut and agonizing | ever wit- 
nessed.” 





MISSION TO LIBERIA. 


Tn our Jast number, says the Repository for No- 
vember, we had the pleasure of announcing to our 
readers the purpose of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions wo establish 
a mission in or near the Colony of Liberia. We 
rejoice that we have it now in our power to add, 
that a similar purpose is immediately to be execu- 





were none who felt prepared to conduct them. 


ted by the Society for Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
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A short extract.—“ Churches without pastors, © 
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sions of the Protestant Episcopal Church. The 
fo lowing extract is from a letter of the Secretary 


of ‘hat Society. A considerable fund, exclusive- 
iy devoted to the support of an African Mission 
is now in the Treasury of this Society. 

“| have the pleasure of informing you that the 
Board ot Duectors of the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, at their meeting held in this city on the 
24th and 25th inst. appointed Mr. Jacob Oson a 
colored mau of great respectability for piety and 
worth, (as testified by sundry of the most respect- 
able whabitants of New Haven, Conn, where he 
has resided mary years, including Clergymen of 
the Episcopal and Congregational Churches, the 
Mayor of the city, several ovembers of the Senate 
of that State, three Mayistrates and others,) to 
serve aS a Missionary Under their support, at some 
suitable place in or near the Colony of Liberia. 
M: Oson will shortly be admutted, it is expected, 
to Holy Orcers by Bishop Brownell of Connecti 
cut; and he would probably be ready to tike his 
departure in a very short period. His tamily ts 
small, consisting, | believe, of himself, wite, and 
ove child. Hes abou: 56 years of age. 





MOHAWK MISSION, U. C. 


We are happy to find from unquestionable au 
thority, that the New-England Company appea: 
to have turned their attention to the spiritual wants 
of the Indian Nations setded in Upper Canada. 
The Corporation have sent out the Rev. R. Lug 
ger, a presbyter of the Church of Engtand, to pros 
ecute their benevolent designs amongst the Six 
Nations on the Grand Rivér; more than half of 
whom are still in a heathen state. A sum of mon 
ey has also been placed at the coamnand of Jobo 
Brant, Evq., the Mohawk chief, for the repair of 
the church, and the erection of two school-houses. 
The arrival of Mv. Lugger at the present juncture, 
is very opportune ; aud has obviated the difficulty 
under which the church labored, in providing fu: 
the regular ministration of the Word and Sacra- 
ments of God dining the absence of the Rev. W. 
Hough. This latter gentleman, the salutary ef. 
fects of whose influence among the Ladians ts al- 
ready very perceptible, we are sorry to learn has 
been obliged to request the Loid Bishop’s sane- 
tion of his return to England for the benefit of bis 
health. The chiefs, shortly after his departure, 
heid a council, in order to take, as they hope, a 
temporary leave of their respected pastor, and ex- 
pressed at the same time much anxiety for bis 
speedy retarn. In the interval his piace will be 
taken by Mr. Lugger. When the Rev. W. Hough 
reassuines his clerical duties, the services of both 
will find ample employment on the Grand River. 
And it ts hoped that the exertions of these two ac- 
tive and experienced clergymen, joined to the es- 
t blishment of so many schools ander their super- 
intendence, will be productive of more extensive 
and effective good among the rising generation of 
Indians, than if the charge of a work so impor- 
tant had been left to the single liberality of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in For- 
eign Parts, whose funds are devoted in-this dio- 
cese and elsewhere, to such a multitude of objects 
no less deserving of their support.—.4nglo Cana- 
dian Mag. 
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THEOLOGICAL BENEFICIARIES. 


“ Far be it from me, by any thing that has been 
said, to countenance for a moment the idea, that 
anv human attainments of a teacher can serve as 
a substitute for an experimental knowledge of Je- 
sus Christ and him crucified. He musf have that 
knowledge of God and the Saviour, which is eter- 
nal life; and from his own experience of a pil- 
grim’s life, must be able to speak a word in sea- 
son to him that is weary. Without this, all other 
attainments are inadequate. If his 


‘Learning, like the lunar beams, affords 
Light, but not heat; and leaves him undevout 
Frozea at heart, while speculation shines,’ 


it will fail of leading the burdened soul to Him, 
who has provided complete and ‘eternal rest 
for the weary.’ If he knows not the cunflicts of a 
spiritual mind, struggling against its internal cor- 
ruption, what aid can he bring to the souls of his 
fellow creatures, when ready to sink under the 
severity of similar conflicts? If he has never re- 
sisted the power and the arts of the god of this 
world, how shall he teach others to ward off the 
fiery darts of the wicked one? How shall he 
sympathize in the distresses of an awakened, con- 
victed, anxious sonl, if the ‘commandment has 
never come’ with power to hisown? How can 
he adequately desire the deliverance of others 
from the guilt and misery of sin, if he has not 
felt what it is to groan under the intolerable se- 
verity of its bondage? How can he bring the 
strength of faith, the ardor of prayer, the unwea- 
ried application of divine truth, to the case of 
a perishing fellow creature, if he has not formed 
some proper estimate of the worth of the soul, 
and been permitted ‘to sing a new song even 
praise to our God,’ for the deliverance of his 
own 2” 

“ Our subject throws some light upon the char- 
acter of that class of men, whom Education So- 
cieties are striving to raise upand send abroad 
through the world. Itis not a race who are to 
arrog tte to themselves a questionable superiority 
—nota race to domineer over their feilow crea- 
tures in the ordinary walks of life—to look down 
upon them with scorn —to trainple upon their nat- 
ural rights—to walk through society in the strength 
of unfeeling pride and mock at the woes and suf- 
ferings of their fellow creatdres.—No—It is men 
who shall know how to speak a word in season to 
him, that is weary—who shall possess a tender 
and sympathizing heart, be more forward to en- 
dure misery than to inflict it—who shall conde- 
scend to men of low estate, and treat the weakest 
and feeblest, as fellow creawres, travelling to the 
same immortality with themselves. 

“It is not the desigu of the Education Society 
to raise up an Ecclesiastical aristocracy, who stall 
bind the consciences of men, or lord it over God’s 
heritage ; but such as show out of a good conver- 
sation their worksin the meekness of wisdom— 
as shali be ensamples in word, in conversation, in 
doctrine, in faith, in purity. Such as shall go 
and search outthe scattered remnant of Christ's 
fold, and invite sinners from the bighways and 
hedges to the Gospel feast ; such as will not shrink 
from arduous, humble, se!f-denying service, but 
cheerfully undergo any thing which a human be- 
ing can be expected to sustain, in subserviency te 
the great object of bringing many sons to glory ;-— 
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such as shall feed the flock, and seek that which 
was lost, and bring again that which was drive: 
away, and bind up that which was broken, and 
strengthen that which was sick.’ 

Tt is not a race of mean spirited youth, who 
can find no other employment, or whose mental 
resources are so limited, that they cannot rise to 
eminence in another profession or evgage with 
fair prospects in avother pursuit; whom we are 
moved by pity to themselves to help.—No—it is 
men of magnanunity, as well as christian piety ; 
men who have bowels of compassion, as well as 
greatness of soul ; and are willing to give up them 
selves to the service of Christ and his charch.”— 
Quarterly Journal American Education Society 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES. 


We learn from a notice in the Ohio Siate Jour- 
nal, thatthe Synod of Ohio, at their late meeting 
in Zanesville, passed a resolution for the establish 
ment of a Theological Seminary within their 
bounds. The plan of the: ty siitution, so far as it 
has been formed, contemplates the appointment 
of one Professor only at present, but others ma) 
be appointed when the number of the students 
and the funds of the Seminary shall justify the 
measure. It is expected that « Literary Institu- 
tion will be connected with the Theological. The 
Seminary is located at Columbus, and Rev. Di 
Hoge, of that place, has been appoinied Protes 
sor. Its operations are to commence in Octobes, 
1828. Presbyterians in the western country will 
soon have in operation five Theological Semina 
ries; one at Maryville, Tennessee, established 
some years since by the Synod of ‘Tennessee ; ove 
at Alleghany Town, Penn. establiched by thy 
General Assembly ; one at Danville, Ky. establish 
ed by the Synod of Keotucky, and connected with 
the Centre College; one at Hudson, Ohio, estab 
lished by the Synod of the Wester Reserve ; and 
one at Columbus, the seat of Government of 
the State of Ohio, established by that Synod. 

Other denominations have their Theological 
Seminaries: the Associate Church, one in West 
ov, Penn. ; the Episcopalians, one at Gambier, 
Ohio, in connexion with Kenyon College; the 
Cumberland Presbyterians, one in the lower parts 
of Kentucky ; the Baptists, one at Rock Spring, 
Iilinows; the Methodists, one in connexion with 
Augusta College, Ky. and one in connexion 
with Madison College, at Uniontown, Pean.— 
Sonie of these are yet in their infancy. There 
may be others of which we possess no knowledge. 
The exertions of all these denomivations to estab- 
lish Theological Seminaries, show that they con 
sider education as a vecessary qualification to min- 
isters of the gospel.— Pilisburg Rec. 








From the Vermont Chronicle. 


“The house was not built, and the man was 
pEap !” 


Not long since I was listening to a lecture from 
one who had been a herald of the cross, ia which 
he was laboring to set forth in something near 
its true colors, the danger of putting off a prepa- 
ration for death ull an indefinite future. For 
this purpose he repeatedly rallied ail his powers 
of reason and eloquence, (which by the way, 


- were by no means indifferent,) and discovered an 





uncommon degree of feeling and of deep concern 
tor the satety of his hearers, 

Some of the first years of bis ministerial labors 
he had been employed as a missionary, and had 
labored with uncom MON success In the des itute 
places and among the early settlements of the 
West. He had acqnived the art of chaining his 
nearersto their seats by expressing only what le 
leit ; and seldom, if ever, did he fail of seizing at 
the right time and setting forward iv the mos 
perfect order, those incidents and circum :taaces 
which are familiar to almost every one, An an 
ecdote Way scarce ever wanting to illustrate his 
subj ct. 

Having carried his hearers along with him to 
avery Ingh pitch of feeling, in endeavoring to 
show (hem the snare that every mao lays for bis 
ow soul when he ventures to delay what he 
dares not abandon, he begzed permission to re- 
late a short anecdote. He commenced by say- 
mg, “1 was once, while a missionary to the west. 
ewployed for a short time in one particular neigh- 
borhood, and had preached several times at the 
House of one Who seemed to be the principal man 
among them, and who, if | mistake not, possesed 
ome influence over the whole. It was soon very 
evident that the Spi of God was convinemg 
iwany thatthey were ia want of the ome thing need- 
iui; and among the rest, methought the man of 
the house ciscovered some signs of being a little 
uneasy ; he acted asif he were seeking rest and 
iound none. 

“I seized the first opportunity that presented 
itsell, of conversing with him ; and soow learned he 
Was of that numerous class of community, of 
which my hearers this night are a small part, 
who Ouly sueceeded in persuading themselves to 
posipone the great change of character, the pre- 
paration for death, by promising themselves it 
shall be aitended to before long. In his endeav- 
ors to heep his hold ov his sins and put off * for 
this ume, the labor of coming to Christ, he ran 
behind every thing, made use of every thing as a 
reluge, that an active and vigorous invagination 
could suggest. With the weapon of eternal 
uoth | followed hard after him, and at last drove 
him from his last resoit. He discovered that I 
saw great uneasiness in him, and immediately 
rose trom his seat and waiked to his door; he 
stood a short ime without turning or speaking. 
At length he said, ‘Mr. B- siep this way.’ 
] rose aud went tothe door, *Do you see,’ said 
he, * that beautiful building spot there?’ I an- 
swered him, yes. *As soon asl am able,’ added 
he, ‘Il intend to buid me a good house there, 
aud then | will attend to the subject of religion, 
and not before.’ The three last words le pro- 
wounced with the utmust difficulty, aud seem- 
ed as if he would have choaked defuse they werc 
articulated. IL turned from him withont ad- 
ding asentence ; and in a day ortwo after lefi 
ihe place. 

Two or three years after this, [ passed through 
the same neighborhood ; [ saw the house was not 
yet built: 1 stopped and made inquiry for thé 
man—bul he was peap!!” T. MH. 


IRISH SOCIETY OF DUBLIN. 





Assertion of the Right of Roman Catholics, a: 
such, to read the Scriptures. 


Ata general meeting of the Irish Masters con- 
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nected with the Irish Society in the Kingeourt 
District, held on the Sth of September, at which 
one hundred and twenty-five Masters were pres 
ent, the following Resolutions were unanimously 
adopted :— 

Resolved: That it is now nearly five years 
since the Irish Society established its first Schools 
in the Kingscourt District: during that period, 
some of us have been connected with the Institu- 
tion: many of us have jealously and minutely ob 
served its operations; and, from our practical 
knowledge of its beneficent effects, ere now unan 
imousty of opinion, that it is one among the many 
Education Establisments of Ireland, for which 
the Irish Peasantry have reason ever to be grate- 
ful: by it the Sacred Scriptures, in our native 
Janguage, have been supplied —in the most desti 
ture parts of the country, [rish Schools planted — 
and, in those Schools, not merely the young, but 
the middle-aged and the old, have been taught to 
read, in their own language, of the wonderful 
works of God. 

Resolved: That we do not consider the Irish 
as a proselyting Society—that nothing connected 
either with its nature, laws, or operations war- 
rants the charge of proselytism—that during the 
period of our connection with that Society, no 
Protestant connected with the Institution has ever 
interfered with our Charch or religions opinions 
—that, from our teachers being Roman Catholics, 
and our inspectors Roman Catholics, the Society 
cannot reasonably be termed a proselyting Socie 
ty: unless it be admitied that scriprural know! 
edge conduces to proselytism, a conclusion, which, 
we presume, our Pastors will not readily admit ; 
for if the Scriptures be the Word of God, and the 
Roman Catholic Church be founded on that Word, 
the reading of the Scriptures must rather tend 
to attach us To than draw us From that Church. 

Resolved: That ever since our connection with 
the Irish Society, we have been most anxiously 
endeavoring to obtain scriptural knowledge; also 
to ascertain whether or not by the reading of the 
Scripture we violate the ancient Laws or Coun- 
cils of the Charch—that we have, connected with 
the district, Irish Teachers of intelligence, an 1 
understanding, men classically educated, who 
have recourse to Church History, are intimately 
acquainted with the History of the Church, and 
can read the writings of the Fathers in their ori 
ginal language—that the result of their investiga- 
tion and inquiry has been, that, instead of the 
reading of the Scriptures being forbidden, it is 
most strenuosly enjoined by Fathers, Popes and 
Councils of the Romana Catholie Church. 

Resolved: That, for the benefit of those who 
are ignorant and may not have access to books, 
the following anthorities, out of many, for the 
right of the Laity to read the Scriptures, be print- 
ed and circulated :— 

First Century—St. Clemens, called Romanus, 
says, “Look diligently into the Scriptures, the 
true Oracles of the Holy Spirit.” (Ad Corinth. 
i. 5.) 

Third Century—Origen: “In the two Testa 
ments every word that app@rtaineth unto God may 
be found out and discussed ; and all knowledge of 
things ont of them may be understood : but if any 
thing do remain, which the Holy Scriptures ‘do 
not determine, no other kind of Scripture ought 
to be received.” (In Levit. Hom. V.} _ 
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Fourth Century--“ Believe all things that are 
written: the things that are oot written, nenher 
think upon nor inquire after.” (Answer hy Euseb. 
Pamphyli, in the name of 318 Fathers at the 
First Council of Nice: A. D. 325.) 

Sixth Century —Pope St. Gregory the @reat: 
“ What is the Sacred Scripture but an Epistle of 
the O.nnipotent God to His creatures ? The (rov- 
ernor of Heaven, the Lord of Men and Angels, 
hath sent you Letters affecting your lite; and 
vet you neglect to read anxiously those Epistles ! 
I beseech you, therefore, stady and meditate dai- 
ly on the words of your Creator.” (Epist. Lib. iv. 
[ndict. 12. Ep. 91, Ed. Par. 1705.) 

Eleventh Century —Theophylact: “Say not 
the Bible is for Clergymen only: it is designed 
for every Christian.” 

Resolved: That we most heartily accord with 
and unanimously adopt the sentiments, contained 
in a resolution pas-ed ata Meeting of our Fellow- 
Catholics in the Chapel of St. Nicholas, in Gal- 
way, on the 19b day of Angust list—* That 
Freedom of Conscience is the natural and inher- 
ent right of all mankind: and is, in its nature, 
incapable of being surrendered, without a crime ; 
o taken away by force, without oppression.” 
That, on the above self-evident principles, we do 
consider, that, as our inherent right, we should 
enjoy Freedom of Conscience in religious matters ; 
and that any attempt eithes to wrest the Scriptures 
from as, ov to deprive us of religious rites for read- 
ig therm, is not oaly criminal and oppressive, but 
equally a violation of our rights as human beings, 
and of our privilege, as Roman Catholics—that 
on the above authorities of Fathers, Councils, and 
Popes, we are humbly of opinion, that our right, 
even as Roman Catholics, to read the Scriptures 
is incontrovertibly established—that when the 
Scriptures are in Greek, Latin, French, Italian, 
&c., there is no just cause why they should not al- 
so be in Liish—and that since the Lord Jesus 
Christ has said, “ SeARCH THE SCRIPTURES,” no 
creature or assemblage of creatures has a right to 
say, “SEARCH THEM Not!” 





Hath any wounded you with injuries, meet them 
with patience: hasty words rankle the wound, 
soft language dresses it, forgiveness cures it, aud 
oblivion takes away the sear. 








git | Obituary. 


In this city, Samuel Shell, aged 31, lately from 
Philadelphia. 

In this city, on the 29th ult. Mr. Alanson Bartholo: 
mew, aged 36. 

At Middletown, on the 22d ult. Mr. Jared Granger, 
silversmith, aged 30; formerly of Granby. 

At Chatham, Mr. Jacob Goff, aged 68. 

At Bridgeport, Mrs. Ruth Evetts, aged 66. Mrs. 
Abigail Lay field, aged 40. 

At Canterbury, Mr Jedidiah Brown, aged 72; a 
soldier of the Revolution, who served in Gen. Wash- 
ington’s life guard. 

At Xillingly, on the 18th alt. Dea. William Bacoo, 
aged 85, formerly from Providence, R. I. 

At Canterbury, Mrs. Alice Bacon, wife of Asahel 
Bacon, Esq. 

At Franklin, Miss Eunice Clark, daughter of Canr. 
Silas Clark, aged 27. Mrs. Rebeeca Hyde, aged 7* 
relict of Mr. Vanish Jlvde. Mrs. Jerusha Care, 
aged 93, relict of Captain, Nathaniel Carey of Win 
ham. 
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SPREE SEIS 
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Poetry. 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 
THE HOUSE DIVIDED. 


For the divisions of Reuben there were great searchings 
of heart. —Judges v. 16. 


Tuese painful divisions my spirits depress, 
My beart is suak low with a burden of care ‘ 

For Zion, my bosom is fill’d with distress, 
For still does my soul ber vicissitudes share. 


“ Ah! so would we have it,” her enemies cry, 
Aud lift up in triumph their voice from afar 
would we have it, many echoes reply ; 
And Zion shrinks back with a pang of ¢ espair. 


Should foes proudly rise with the strength of a flood, 
© sweep her firm pillars and bulwarks away ; 
Or dire persecution with ensigns of blood, 

Make her sons and her daughters an impious prey ; 


I could smile at the stake, the torture, the fire, 
And welcome the pangs by their cruelty given ; 
For by these Christ would say, “ friends, come up 
higher,” 
And partake of the rest, and the glory of beaven. 
But to see her dear children divided and torn. 
Is more to be dreaded than fire or the sword, 
These divisions of Reubea, with anguish [ mourn, 
Aud tremble and fear for the ark ot we Lord. 


Dear Saviour return in the might of thy power, 
Speak peace to the billows, and bid them “ be still” — 
Peace, Peace like a river, to Zion restore, 
And the Arm of thy glory to sinaers reveal. 
Monson, Nov. 1827. P. H. B. 








—— 
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JUDAS. 


It seems at fist view very surprising, that Je. 
sus, whose eye penetrated the hearts of the most 
disguised characters of men, should admit Judas 
Iscariot ivto his domestic aud confidential cir 
cle, aod above all that he should appoint this 
mercenary and perfidious wretch the steward 
and treasurer of his family. Yet this part of our 
Lord’s conduct was the result of profound and 
even divine wisdom ; it answered the most impor- 
tant and glorious ends. It showed that Jesus was 
willing to throw open his most secret actions, dis- 
courses, afd views, not merely to his devoted 
friends, but to a sagacious and hardened enemy. 





Did ever conscious rectitude appear so dignified ~ 


as when Jesus fora long course of time freely 
sulinitted in private and public conduct to so 
acute and treacherous a companion? As Judas 
was keeper of the common purse, he must know 
betier than any other disciple, how his master ap- 
plied its contents; whether he devoted them to 
views of personal interest, popularity, or power. 
If he had ever discovered the least fault or even 
suspicious trait inthe character of Jesus, he would 
certainly have disclosed it, especially when his own 





reputation and life were depending ; he would not 
have publicly confessed that he had betrayed inno- 
cent blood, and have sunk down into insupportanle 
anguish and despair. The full and dying testimony 
of this determined traitor was therefore one of the 
strongest attestations to the matchless excellence 
of our. Saviour’s character, and to the truth of his 
pretensions ; and our Lord’s selection and treat- 
ment of him refleet peculiar lustre on his discery- 
ment, innocence, and dignity—Tappan’s Lec 
tures. 

Growth in Grace-—Tsue grace is’a growing 
principle. The Christian grows in piscery. 
MENT: a chili may play with a serpent; burt the 
man gets as far from it as he can; a child may 
taste poison ; but the man will not suffer a speck 
of poison near him. He grows in womiLity 
the blade shoots up boldly, and the young eai 
keeps erect with ecnfidence ; but the full corn in 
the ear inclines itself toward the earth, not be- 
cause it is feebler, but because it is matured. He 
grows i” STRENGTH : the new wine ferments and 
frets; but the old wine acquires a body and a firm- 
ness.— Cecil. 

LETTERS ACCOMPANYING DONA- 
TIONS. 

From a Shoemaker’s Boy.—I send you enclos- 
ed five dollars, as a donation to the American 
Tract Society ; and if you are disposed to inquire 
how a poor boy like me can afford to be thus tiber- 
al, [ willtell you. I had thoughts of undertakin; 
to ring the bell for a year, in the parish where I 
reside. But doubts arose whether it was proper, as 
nearly half of the labour must be done on the 
Sabbath, which my kind parents instructed me 
strietly to observe. After musing upon iit some 
time, I concluded to undertake it, and to give 
half of my pay to some Benevolent Iostiution.— 
Go on with your work of disseminating Christian 
truth, and may the blessing of God attend you. 


Contribution of a Trinket.—Having uoticed, 
writes a female friend in New-Jersey, a call for 
funds to aid in printing T'racls for the Sandwich 
Islands, and having no money at present at dispo- 
sal, on which just claims do not exist, I have de- 
cided on sending you a little remembrancer, [a 
gold broach,} long worn by one, who, from youth 
tu 90 years of age, passed life in holy communion 
with God, and active benevolence to man. Ful- 
ly persuaded that the now happy spirit would 
deem such an appropriation of the little memori- 
ala more suitable mode of cherishing her mem- 
ory, than though it could be preserved a hundred 


years. 
a 





A good word is an easy obligation, but not to speak 
ill requires only our silence, which costs us nothing. 
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